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put on the table she was practically exsanguin¬ 
ated, and could scarcely breathe because of 
the great abdominal distension from blood. 
Abdomen opened, bleeding vessels clamped, 
products of gestation were found in process of 
expulsion from the end of the tube. 

The other was a case, the history of which 
I do not know, but I saw the operation. Ec¬ 
topic had been suspected and was verified. 
There was no hemorrhage in the abdominal 
cavity, but the large tube was removed, and 
found to contain the fatal sac. 
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THE EXISTENCE OF TROPICAL DIS¬ 
EASES IN THE SOUTH. 


Since the Spanish-American War and the 
constant communication between this country 
and the South American countries, especially 
Cuba and the Panama Canal District, there is 
a strong likelihood that the physicians of the 
South will have to contend with certain trop¬ 
ical diseases, which will be brought into this 
country by the interchange of travel. There 
can be no doubt but that amoebic dysentery is 
far more common than ordinarily conceded. 
The writer has seen in the last six months 
seven cases of diarrhea in which the amoebae 
was found in the stools. None of the cases 
had been in foreign countries, and evidently- 
had been infected from other cases imported. 
It is good practice in every case of obstinate 
diarrhea that the doctor examine the stools 
carefully and thoroughly for the existence of 
the amoebae, and it should be remembered that 
if the dejecta is allowed to cool, the motility 
of the micro-organism ceases, making it ex¬ 
tremely difficult to find, hence the stools should 
be gotten preferably by a long rectal tube and 
immediately submitted to microscopical exam¬ 
ination. If this is done as routine practice 
throughout the Southern States, I feel sure 
that many cases of amoebic dysentery which 
have heretofore been overlooked will be re¬ 
ported. The same is possibly true, especially 
in the more southern portions of this country, 
with uncinaria. Since Stile’s work in this re¬ 
gard cases have been reported from widely 
separated communities of Hook Worm Dis¬ 
ease, and it is with the hope that the doctors in 
the South will make examinations for this and 
other tropical diseases that this article has 
been written. 


The proven cause of so many of these spe¬ 
cific infectious diseases is so well known now 
and such wonderful lessening in their dangers 
as shown by yellow fever iri Cuba and perni¬ 
cious malaria in the Panama Isthmus that 
the profession not only deserves the thanks 
of this country, but should be inspired to great 
labors in this connection until all epidemic dis¬ 
eases will be practically kept from our bor¬ 
ders. 

This Journal is open to reports of cases 
from any reliable source throughout the South 
and will welcome any original work along this 
line. We are now trying to arrange for a se¬ 
ries of articles on the methods used and the 
diseases met with and controlled, from the pen 
of one who has spent years under Dr. Gor- 
gus of the Panama Canal Commission, and it 
is hoped that from time to time we may be 
able through photographic slides to give our 
readers the benefit of the various rarer forms 
of parasites seen in that country by mounted 
specimens. We feel that in doing this we can 
give our readers the benefit of accurate pic¬ 
tures of these micro-organisms as well as the 
result of practical experience gained by work 
in that district from the hands of a man who 
is thoroughly competent. 

THE WATER SUPPLY OF CITIES. 


Since the discovery of so many water-borne 
diseases, and especially the almost universal 
prevalence of typhoid fever from this source 
the question of the water supply of. cities and 
towns is not only becoming one of great scien¬ 
tific interest, but of actual economic import¬ 
ance. The health of any community and the 
mortality rate of any city are important fac¬ 
tors in determining their population and pros- 



